
§ 190-15 Sign requirements. 

[Amended 6-21-1981; 9-20-1983; 2-18-1992 by Ord. No. 92-01; 4-18-2006 by Ord. No. 06-

01; 2-3-2009 by Ord. No. 09-01; 5-5-2009 by Ord. No. 09-03; 6-7-2016 by Ord. No. 16-03; 9-5-

2017 by Ord. No. 17-01] 

A. Purpose. This section is intended to permit only those signs which are: 

 

(1)  Legible in the circumstances in which they are meant to be seen; 

 

(2)  Compatible with their surroundings; 

 

(3)  Appropriate to the type of activity to which they pertain; and 

 

(4)  Expressive of the identity of individual proprietors and of the community as a whole. 

 

B.  Application. The location, placement, installation, alteration, or extension of any sign, other 

than an exempt sign as hereinafter defined, shall require a sign permit and certificate of 

compliance in accord with the requirements set forth in this section. Exempt signs include 

traffic-control signs including: "entrance," "exit," and "parking" signs on private property other 

than those permitted to advertise a business on the premises; posted/no-trespassing signs; official 

notices of hazard or safety precaution; personal signs identifying residential occupancy; political 

signs; temporary signs (see definition in § 190-5); display signs; and any flag, emblem, or 

insignia of a nation, state, municipality, or school not in connection with a commercial use. 

 

C.  General requirements in all districts. 

 

(1)  All signs shall be constructed of durable material and maintained in good condition. 

 

(2)  The back or reverse side of a single-sided sign visible from any public right-of-way 

shall be finished in an appropriate manner which shall include a backing similar to the 

facing. 

 

(3)  No sign in any district shall be erected within, or project into, a public right-of-way 

or shall project across a lot line, except where such sign is attached to and does not 

project more than 48 inches from the face of the building. 

 

(4)  No lights or string of lights will be used for the purpose of advertising, displaying, or 

otherwise attracting attention to the premises when not part of a sign or approved street or 

outdoor lighting. 

 

(5)  Mobile signs are prohibited. 
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(6)  Fences, outbuildings and accessory structures shall not be considered in the 

tabulation of linear feet of the principal building, and such structures shall not be made 

part of any sign. 

 

(7)  No sign shall physically or visually impair vehicular or pedestrian traffic by design, 

illumination, color, or placement. 

 

(8)  All construction fixtures, wiring, and installations shall conform to the New York 

State Fire Prevention and Building Code where applicable. 

 

(9)  All wiring to freestanding signs shall be underground. 

 

(10)  Any sign for a business, service or activity no longer in existence at that location 

shall be removed within 30 days from the date of the discontinuation, and any wall, 

surface or other area from which such sign is removed shall be restored so that no 

remnant of the sign is visible. One thirty-day extension may be granted by the Code 

Enforcement Officer. 

 

(11)  All temporary signs (see definition in § 190-5) may be erected within 15 days 

before the event and shall be removed within 15 days of completion of the action 

advertised. 

 

(12)  Freestanding signs. No freestanding sign shall be more than 24 feet in height as 

measured at the edge of the road surface which it fronts, or 20 feet as measured from 

ground level at the base of the sign, whichever shall permit the greatest height. A 

freestanding sign which is more than 36 square feet shall not be closer than 100 feet to 

any other freestanding sign which is more than 36 square feet. 

 

(13)  Wall signs. Wall signs shall be attached to the wall or face of the building and shall 

not extend more than 24 inches from such wall or face, nor shall they project above the 

roofline. 

 

(14)  Roof signs. A roof sign shall not exceed 40% of the roof area and shall not project 

above the roofline. 
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(15)  Projecting signs. A projecting sign shall have a clear distance from the sidewalk or 

ground level of at least eight feet to the bottom of the sign and a maximum distance of 12 

feet to the top of the sign. The sign may project no more than 48 inches from the building 

to which it is attached unless otherwise limited by this section. Projecting signs shall not 

exceed eight square feet. 

 

(16)  Double-faced signs. A sign which is designed to be viewed from two directions and 

the two faces are not more than 36 inches wide at any point and are either parallel or at 

not more than a thirty-degree angle to one another shall be considered to be one sign for 

the purpose of this section. 

 

(17)  Window signs. Permanent window signs shall not exceed 15% of the area of the 

window in which they are displayed, and temporary window or display signs shall not 

exceed 25% of the window area, and in no case shall the total sign area exceed 40% of 

the window area. 

 

(18)  Double-frontage buildings. Commercial buildings which front on two parallel 

public streets and provide customer access from both streets shall be considered to have 

two front faces for the purposes of this section. 

 

(19)  Existing billboards or other signs shall be allowed to remain until ownership of the 

signs changes hands, as long as they are maintained in good repair. Any such sign or 

billboard frame which has not been used for 60 days shall be considered not in use and 

must be taken down. One sixty-day extension may be granted by the Building 

Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer upon written application stating the reason therefor. 

 

(20)  Seasonal ground-mounted banners are allowed with an approved permit, from May 

1 through October 31, on subject premises, with a maximum of two banners per parcel. 

 

(21)  Contractor and/or service signs: one sign per lot; on premises; maximum six square 

feet; must be removed within 15 days after service is complete. 

 

(22) [1]Sandwich signs: allowed in Downtown Commercial Zone only; must be removed 

daily at close of business; not to exceed two feet by three feet; one sandwich sign per 

business. 

 

[1] Editor's Note: Former Subsection C(22), regarding election signs, was repealed 11-

17-2020 by L.L. No. 6-2020. This local law also renumbered former Subsection C(23) 

through (25) as Subsection C(22) through (24), respectively. 
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(23)  Digital signs. Digital signs shall require review and approval by the Building 

Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer prior to the issuance of a sign permit. The message 

or display on any digital sign shall not change more than two times per minute. 

[Amended 7-5-2022 by L.L. No. 5-2022] 

 

(24)  Feather flutter signs. Feather flutter signs shall require review and approval by the 

Code Enforcement Officer. Feather flutter signs are permitted from May 1 through 

October 31. A maximum of two feather flutter signs are permitted per business. 

 

D.  District requirements. Signs shall be permitted according to established zoning districts as 

follows: 

 

(1)  In the R-1, R-2, R-3, R-P, and MD-P Residential Districts, the following shall be 

permitted: 

 

(a)  One nameplate, identification of permitted home business, or professional 

sign not to exceed three square feet in R-3; no signage allowed in R-1, R-2. 

 

(b)  One institutional, religious, or organization identification sign not to exceed 

16 square feet. 

 

(c)  A sign advertising the sale or development of a tract of land. The size of this 

sign shall not exceed 16 square feet, and not more than one sign shall be placed 

upon the tract along any single highway frontage. 

 

(d)  When a use variance has been granted in the above districts, one sign will be 

allowed with a sixteen-square-foot maximum. 

 

(2)  In A and N-C Districts, the following shall be permitted: 

 

(a)  The signs permitted under Subsection D(1) above, except that 

Subsection D(1)(a) shall have a maximum size of six square feet instead of three. 

 

(b)  One principal business sign for business or commercial uses, not to exceed 32 

square feet. 

 

(3)  In the C-S District, the following shall be permitted: 
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(a)  The signs permitted under Subsection D(1) above. 

 

(b)  A maximum of two institutional, business, or service signs with a combined 

area not to exceed two square feet per linear foot of the front face of the principal 

building, or 50 square feet, whichever is less. 

 

(c)  One accessory sign for each separate incorporated business or service in a 

building or complex, provided that such sign(s) shall not exceed, either singularly 

or in combination, a maximum of six square feet and that any sign(s) be attached 

to the principal building or sign. 

 

(4)  In C, L-I and M-I Districts, the following shall be permitted: 

 

(a)  The signs permitted under Subsection D(1) above. 

 

(b)  A maximum of three business signs with a combined area not to exceed two 

square feet per linear foot of the front of the building, or 100 square feet, 

whichever is larger. 

 

(c)  One accessory sign for each separate incorporated business or service in a 

building or complex, providing such sign(s) shall not exceed, either singularly or 

in combination, a maximum of six square feet and they shall be attached to the 

principal building or sign. 

 

E.  "For sale" or "for lease" signs: 

 

(1)  Signs denoting property or buildings "for sale," "public auction," "real estate 

auction," "building sale," and other similarly worded signs, in R-1, R-2, R-3, R-P and N-

C Zones of the City of Oneida shall not exceed four square feet in area if single-faced or 

six square feet in area if double-faced. In all other zoning districts, they shall not exceed a 

total of 32 square feet in area. The signs shall be placed so that the top of the sign will not 

be more than four feet above ground level. The signs shall be placed only in the front 

yard or part of the property offered for sale and shall be no closer than 10 feet to the 

sidewalk if one exists, and no closer than 10 feet to the curb or edge of the road if no 

sidewalk exists. If the ten-foot distance cannot be adhered to, the sign shall then be 

placed in front of the building on the subject property only, as close as possible to the 

foundation line. No such signs shall be placed on any City property or right-of-way. 
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(2)  Signs denoting "for rent," "for lease," "vacancy," or "to let" in R-1, R-2, R-3, R-P and 

N-C Zones shall not exceed four square feet in area. In all other zoning districts, they 

shall not exceed a maximum of 32 square feet. All signs shall be placed directly in front 

of the building or property affected, as close as possible to the foundation, but in no case 

farther than five feet from the foundation, if possible, and shall have a maximum height 

of four feet from the ground level to the top of the sign. No such sign shall be placed on 

any City property or right-of-way. 

 

(3)  All signs set forth in Subsection E(1) and (2) shall be removed within a reasonable 

time after the property has been sold, leased or is no longer marketed. No directional 

signs indicating property "for sale," "public auction," "real estate auction," or "building 

sale" shall be permitted except at intersections of dead-end streets. The size of directional 

signs shall not exceed three square feet in area. No directional or open house signs shall 

be permitted on any City property or right-of-way. 

 

(4)  Open house signs shall be subject to the limitations stated above for "for sale" signs 

and at Subsection E(3). 

 

F.  Existing signs: 

 

(1)  All signs in existence on the effective date of this section shall, within 90 days 

thereof, be registered with the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer on a form 

supplied by the City. A record of all existing signs shall be compiled by the Code 

Enforcement Officer, and the owner, tenant, or lessee of any nonconforming sign shall be 

notified in writing. 

 

(2)  All nonconforming signs existing and erected prior to the effective date of this 

amendment may continue as long as maintained in good repair and not altered in design, 

color, message or otherwise. Upon the termination of the business by the owner or 

replacement of the sign by said owner, all subsequent signs at such location shall 

conform to the provisions of this chapter. 

 

(3)  Upon the determination of the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer that a 

sign is in need of repair, a notice of violation shall be sent to the owner of the sign. The 

owner shall have 30 days in which to comply. An extension of compliance time may be 

granted for one additional thirty-day period. No such extension shall be granted except on 

written application stating the reasons therefor. 
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G.  Administration: 

[Amended 7-5-2022 by L.L. No. 5-2022] 

 

(1)  An application for a sign permit shall be filed with the Building Inspector/Code 

Enforcement Officer on a form supplied by the City. 

 

(2)  Within five days of filing, the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer shall 

determine if the sign application is in compliance with the dimensional requirements of 

this section. If the proposed sign is not in compliance, the Building Inspector/Code 

Enforcement Officer shall disapprove the application and the applicant shall be so 

notified in writing. Further, the applicant shall be notified of the right to make an 

application to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance. The Zoning Board of Appeals 

will review the variance application and make a determination as to the variance 

application. 

 

(3)  A certificate of compliance shall be issued by the Building Inspector/Code 

Enforcement Officer upon completion of any sign in full compliance with its approved 

application. A temporary certificate of compliance may be issued at the discretion of the 

Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer. 

 

H. [2]Large-scale solar energy systems signage. 

[Added 2-2-2021 by L.L. No. 3-2021] 

 

(1)  No signage or graphic content shall be displayed on the large-scale solar energy 

systems except the manufacturer's name, equipment specification information, safety 

information, and twenty-four-hour emergency contact information. Said information shall 

be depicted within an area no more than eight square feet. 

 

(2)  As required by National Electric Code (NEC), disconnect and other emergency 

shutoff information shall be clearly displayed on a light reflective surface. A clearly 

visible warning sign concerning voltage shall be placed at the base of all pad-mounted 

transformers and substations. 

 

[2] Editor's Note: Former Subsection H, Sign Review Board, was repealed 7-5-

2022 by L.L. No. 5-2022. This local law also renumbered former Subsection I as 

Subsection H. 
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